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BC ELN and Research Data Management Support: Recommendations

At the July 10, 2023 BC ELN Steering Committee meeting, committee members held a
discussion about Research Data Management and potential roles for BC ELN to play in that
space. In addition to these talks, BC ELN surveyed partner libraries about their RDM activities
and needs; hosted information sessions about existing RDM services; and met with
representatives from the Small Institutions Community of Practice (SICoP), an informal group of
librarians working on RDM at small post-secondary institutions.

This document summarizes the ideas and suggestions that surfaced from these conversations,
as well as some next steps that the BC ELN Office could take in response.

Recommended Next Steps

Following are some recommended next steps the BC ELN office could take to support RDM in
BC, based on the ideas raised in the discussions mentioned above. Some of these activities are
more complex, and may need to be considered in balance with existing BC ELN strategic
priorities.

1. Explore the demand for and feasibility of a collaborative curatorial support service
e Concept: Connecting researchers with RDM staff at BC libraries for data deposits;
a WriteAway-like service for research data
2. Help partner libraries identify the services that will support their RDM strategies:
e Distribute a Borealis/FRDR decision support document, summarizing the
differences between the two services
e Discover the demand or need for a shared Borealis repository
e Define guidelines for depositing research data in Arca
3. Provide shared spaces to support cross-institution provincial RDM discussions:
e BCELN mailing list
e Mattermost server
4. Start a project to identify data repository silos used by BC researchers, and find ways to
connect them to library discovery tools (e.g. OAI-PMH)
5. Provide an online space to aggregate existing training and documentation resources

Background: Ideas from RDM Discussions and Surveys

The above recommendations are a synthesis of the actionable ideas from discussions with
interested parties in BC, and survey responses from partner library staff. The ideas from those
discussions are summarized below.

From the Steering Committee discussion
e Provide a central hub for documentation, training materials, tips/talking points,
research proposal templates, and best practices
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e Support communities of practice by providing discussion infrastructure (e.g. Slack,
Mattermost, mailing lists) and coordinating meetings
e |dentify the many silos in which BC researchers deposit data, and find a way to expose
them all to discovery
e Liaison role, facilitating communication between partner libraries and Ministry, CRKN,
Digital Research Alliance, and other interested parties
e Centralize infrastructure coordination:
o Provide a shared Borealis instance for smaller institutions
o Coordinate Borealis memberships
o Allow smaller sites to host reasonably-sized datasets in Arca
e Coordinate a new shared service, connecting researchers with RDM staff for data
deposits

From RDM surveys

e Coordinating licensing or subscriptions for an RDM platform like Borealis

e Ashared RDM support service with centralized coordination and support

e General support (creating best practices, coordinating training, etc.)

e Coordinating and facilitating a community of practice among BC ELN partners

From discussions with SICoP

e Continue education efforts to help libraries understand their options

e Provide a document outlining the differences between Borealis and FRDR

e Coordinate a collaborative curatorial support service (similar to WriteAway but for
research data deposits)

e Assist libraries with communication tools to reach researchers
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